
STA Green Committee Annual Report 
July 2018 – June 2019 

 
Members: Ann Akey, Paul Chestnut, Laura Chiu, Laisz Lam, Walt Lundin, Katia Reeves 
 
Membership: New members please contact Katia Reeves at katia.reeves@sbcglobal.net 

Mission Statement: The Green Committee of St. Thomas Aquinas Parish, on behalf of the 
parish community, works to advocate for Catholic principles and priorities in environmental 
issues and decisions, especially as they impact those who are poor and vulnerable. The 
committee works to inspire the parish community to discern and act in ways that reflect our 
duty to care for God’s Creation.  

Activities and Accomplishments: 
1. Participated in the "Catholic Climate Declaration.” Fr. Matt Stanley, Principal Evelyn 
Rosa, Bishop Patrick McGrath signed it. This declaration had 715 Catholic institutional 
signatures plus many more individual signatures expressing the U.S. Catholic community’s 
call to climate action. It was presented by the Catholic Climate Covenant at the faith-based 
event at the Global Climate Action Summit organized by Gov. Brown in San Francisco last 
September. 
We wrote a card thanking Bishop McGrath for signing it and he graciously wrote back 
acknowledging receipt and thanking us back. 
 
2. We joined other Catholics and faith groups for the Climate March in San Francisco the 
week before the Global Climate Summit mentioned above. Thousands of concerned people 
were there. Wrote an article about for The Valley Catholic; unfortunately, it was not published. 
 
3. Investigated installing a water bottle refill station at the playground of SESS. In the end, we 
discontinued the project due to not finding a model that met the needs requirements and did 
not cost too much. Additionally, most of the classrooms have water faucets that students can 
use to fill their bottles. The good news is we found they use refillable bottles already. 
 
4.  We sent a letter welcoming Bishop Cantú to the diocese, introduced our committee, and 
requested support for a diocesan level climate action group as the two prior iterations had not 
succeeded. 
 
5. Held our annual Parish Picnic free-cycle event. Distributed a handout about the urgency to 
care for our common home.  
 
6. This January we became part of a brand new diocesan group: "Stewards of Our Common 
Home." This will provide a framework to help implement Laudato Si' throughout the Diocese 
and do our share to try to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. A survey of the other 53 
parishes in the diocese, revealed that only a handful have Green committees. 
 
7. In February participated in the Catholic Climate Covenant’s webinar “Why the Faith 
Community Holds the Climate Key” by professor Ed Maibach from George Mason 
University’s Center for Climate Communications. 



He made the case for Catholics and other people of faith to use the power of our core beliefs 
and public witness to change attitudes toward solving the climate crisis. 
 
8. Our group presented at the March 19 Spirituality Tuesday: Update on Climate Change 
Picture. Catastrophic change is coming. How soon? What can we do about it? 
We reported that even conservatives now agree that climate change is no hoax. We 
assessed the future and talked about Pope Francis’ appeal “to every person living on the 
planet.”  We looked at some recent signs of hope and reviewed some solutions advanced by 
the scientific community and policy makers. The presentation was very well received and had 
a good discussion afterwards. 
 
9. On March 11, the Stewards of Our Common Home had our first meeting with Bishop 
Cantú. Bishop Cantú endorsed our moving forward with the Diocese of San Jose Action Plan 
modeled after that of the Archdiocese of Atlanta. Bishop Cantú said that he especially liked 
our proposed Action Plan because it is science-based. He also liked hearing about how our 
parish has saved money by changing to energy saving appliances and other measures that 
could be brought to other parishes. 
 
10. The April 16 issue of The Valley Catholic published Walt Lundin’s article: “Thoughts on 
Climate Change and Earth Day.” Read it here: http://tvc.dsj.org/2019/04/17/thoughts-on-
climate-change-and-earth-day/ 
  
11. May 6, had our second meeting with Bishop Cantú and reviewed with him our progress to 
date including the Diocese of San Jose Action Plan. Also, we reported on meetings with 
different ministries and organizations in the diocese. We are very grateful for his support. 
Paul Miner is moving away, so we will get a new Director of Ministry of Life, Justice, and 
Peace at the Diocese: Marcus Cabrera. 
 
12. Continue Green Corners in bulletins with summaries of pertinent news reports, 
announcements, and best practices for sorting waste, etc. We share some of these Green 
Corners with our interfaith friends and now they have Green Corners as well and use some of 
ours. 
 
13. Continue the Zero-Waste program with compostable food ware and the waste sorting 
bins. Also, continue the education for new parishioners to use water (and other drink) 
dispensers rather than single-use water bottles.  
 
14. At the request of concerned stakeholders, placed compost and recycle bins at the OLR 
and SAG sacristies for easier sorting of waste. This will assist with Palo Alto’s requirement to 
reduce contamination of recyclables and compost waste. 
 
15. Collected 152 pairs of eyeglasses and one pair of contact lenses for the Lions Sight 
Program and turned them in to their representative who was very grateful. These donations 
can help improve the quality of life for children and adults who need them around the world. 
 
16. Solar panels savings to our parish as of June 1, 2019: $47,199. 
 
17. Wrote article for the inside panel of the bulletin on "The Fourth Anniversary of Pope 
Francis’ Laudato Si’, “ which was published on June 2. 



 
18. Submitted article to The Valley Catholic: "How Long will it take to Heed the message of 
Laudato Si’?” for the June 25 edition. 
 
20. On June 11 screened Paris to Pittsburgh, the National Geographic documentary film on 
climate change. Invited our interfaith community as well. Had a good discussion afterwards; 
however, the attendance was not so great. 
 
21. Provided content input for the Peninsula Interfaith Climate Action’s Resource List that is 
being distributed to other congregations from Redwood City through Sunnyvale. 
 
22. Participated in the campaign to reduce plastic waste in Palo Alto that led to the recent 
City Council ordinance restrictions on plastic food ware. 
 
23. Through Catholic Climate Covenant, joined the Inter-Diocese Environmental 
Leaders group that has representatives from dioceses throughout the country. This is a high-
energy group with a wide range of experience. 
 
Our Committee is grateful for the support from Fr. Stasys, the parish, the Spirituality Tuesday 
Committee, the Human Concerns Committee, and especially the BEMC.  
We welcome new members. 
 
Katia 
 


